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Touch, Taste, See and Savor: Experiencing Scripture in the Raw  

How Margaret Feinberg left home for the land of milk and honey 
 
MORRISON, Colo. – Modern times have a way of diluting the Bible’s most powerful imagery. What 
does it mean to know that “Jesus is Lamb of God” when the only places we encounter sheep are at 
petting zoos? How can we understand the promise of “a land overflowing with milk and honey” when 
the only honey we buy comes in a bear-shaped bottle at the supermarket? Can we grasp Jesus’ 
invitation to “abide in the vine” when we shop for grapes at Costco?  
 
Like many suburbanites, Margaret Feinberg, a popular author and speaker, felt a little too removed 
from the dripping honey, wild vines and green Earth of an agrarian society in ancient times to truly 
grasp the meaning of certain Scripture. She felt disconnected from a world where the produce of the 
land was not only a source of food, but a foundational element of religious life.  
 
Feinberg’s curiosity launched her on an unexpected spiritual journey which she chronicles in her new 
book, Scouting the Divine: My Search for God in Wine, Wool, and Wild Honey (October 2009, 
Zondervan, Hardcover, $16.99, ISBN 9780310291220).  
 
Part travelogue, part inspirational memoir, Scouting the Divine retraces her footsteps as she set out 
to learn about ancient livelihoods that illuminate meaningful biblical truths. Along the way, she met a 
shepherdess in Oregon, walked the fields with a farmer in Nebraska, picked grapes with a veteran 
vintner in California, and studied the intricacies of a bee colony with a beekeeper in Colorado. Each 
leg of the journey unveiled fresh insight to familiar Scripture, deeper meanings to biblical 
metaphors, and new answers to puzzling questions.  
 
“During my time with the shepherd, I watched firsthand as a flock followed their leader with 
complete trust to places they otherwise might not go and gained a new appreciation for what it 
means to be a good shepherd,” she says. “A veteran beekeeper gave me a close-up look at the 
handiwork of creation renewing my sense of awe in the intimate knowledge and wild provision of 
God. A farmer reminded me of God’s faithfulness in a way I had never grasped before.” 
 
Feinberg calls Scouting the Divine an intentional search for spiritual things that can be touched, 
tasted, heard, seen, smelled and savored. She hopes her story will spark inspiration in others to 
“scout the divine” in their lives, and experience firsthand the fruits of the Bible. 
 
MARGARET FEINBERG is a popular speaker at churches and leading conferences such as Catalyst, 
CreationFest and National Pastors Convention, where she invites people to discover the relevance of 
God and His Word in a modern world. Named by Charisma magazine one of the “30 Emerging 
Voices” who will help lead the church in the next decade, she has written more than a dozen books 
including the critically-acclaimed The Organic God and The Sacred Echo (Zondervan), as well as 
more than 1000 articles for publications including Christianity Today, Relevant and Beliefnet. 
Feinberg and her books have appeared on CNN, Salon.com, USAToday.com, in the Associated Press, 
Los Angeles Times, Washington Post, and many more. She resides in Morrison, Colo., with her 
husband, Leif and their dog, Hershey. Learn more at www.margaretfeinberg.com.  
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To arrange an interview or receive a review copy of Scouting the Divine,  
contact Stephanie Ridge at sridge@phenixpublicity.com, (512) 478-2028, ext. 203. 
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About Margaret Feinberg 
 

Named one of the “30 Emerging Voices” who will help 
lead the church in the next decade by Charisma 
Magazine and one of the “40 Under 40” who will shape 
Christian publishing by Christian Retailing, Margaret 
Feinberg is a critically-acclaimed writer and popular 
speaker.  
 
Margaret and her books have been covered by national 
media including: CNN, the Associated Press, Los 
Angeles Times, Dallas Morning News, Washington	   Post,	  
Chicago	   Tribune,	   Denver	   Rocky	   Mountain	   News,	   Newsday,	  
Houston	   Chronicle,	   Beliefnet.com,	   Salon.com,	  

USATODAY.com,	  MSNBC.com,	  MichaelMoore.com,	  RealClearPolitics.com,	  Forbes.com,	  and	  many	  others.	  
 
Margaret spends 120 days a year on the road speaking and this year will speak to more than 
100,000 people at churches and conferences such as National Pastors Convention, Catalyst, and 
CreationFest. She is known for her relational teaching style and her ability to connect the practical 
with the spiritual. 
 
The author of more than a dozen books, Margaret is best-known as for The Organic God (Zondervan, 
2008) and The Sacred Echo (Zondervan, 2007), breakout books that earned her wide recognition on 
the national literary stage.  
 
Margaret’s publishing history is a reflection of the questions she has wrestled, starting with her early 
books, Twentysomething (Thomas Nelson, 2004) and What the Heck Am I Going to Do With My Life? 
(Tyndale House, 2006). Challenging her generation with soul-searching questions like “What am I 
doing?”, “Shouldn't I have this figured out by now?”, and “Am I the only one who doesn't get it?, she 
quickly became a leading voice and expert on reaching the next generation.  
 
Margaret has since transitioned to become a prominent Bible teacher who isn’t afraid to use pop 
culture, personal stories, and her Jewish sense of humor to engage audiences. Today, she is a 
sought-after expert source on issues facing the emerging church, the evolving religious landscape in 
America and women in leadership.  
 
As a leading female voice in the church, she speaks to many cultural issues including:  

• the fundamental shift by evangelicals away from the “religious right” 
• the church’s renewed interest in social justice, serving the poor and saving the environment 
• the initial vacuum and new emergence of evangelical women in ministry 
• why changing the world seems like an attainable goal to the next generation 
• “Generation Facebook” and the search for authentic connection   

 
Her new book, Scouting the Divine: My Search for God in Wine, Wool, and Wild Honey 
(Zondervan, October 2009), follows her recent spiritual quest – from a shepherdess in Oregon to a 
beekeeper in Colorado – to gain new insight on familiar Scripture.   
 
Margaret resides in Morrison, Colorado, with her husband, Leif and their dog Hershey. When she’s 
not writing or traveling, she enjoys anything outdoors, reading The New Yorker, and drinking skinny 
vanilla lattes with her friends. But she says some of her best moments are spent communicating 
with her readers. Learn more at www.margaretfeinberg.com.  
	  
*	  Colorful	  professional	  photos	  of	  Margaret’s	  journey	  are	  available	  on	  request.	  Contact	  Stephanie	  Ridge	  at	  
sridge@phenixpublicity.com	  or	  (512)	  478-‐2028,	  ext.	  203	  for	  more.	  	  
	  



 
 

Excerpted from Scouting the Divine 
by Margaret Feinberg 

	  
 
 

 

 

 

Inside the hive, I catch a glimmer of 
how everything comes together for 

good. God is able to orchestrate what 
seems like nothing more than a swarm 

of buzz into a productive, healthy 
source of nutrition and sustainability. 

God has designed the bees to work as 
individuals for a common good.  A hive 
is a community of tens of thousands of 
bees working together for one purpose, 

a portrait that is reminiscent of Paul’s 
hopeful description for the body of 
Christians: although we are gifted 

differently, our purpose remains the 
same ( 1 Cor. 12:1-12). Is the church 

much different?  

As we drove past more vineyards than I 
could count, I realized how my faith had 
been stretched in my time with Kristof. I 
had learned so much about viticulture – the 
amount of time it took to produce a glass 
of wine form the planting of a vine till 
harvest and bottling, the fine art of 
pruning, the precision in making great wine 
– that I never knew before and I wondered 
how it would affect one of my favorite 
spiritual practices: communion.  

I knew Jesus described himself as 
the good shepherd, but I never 

knew what that meant until I spent 
time with sheep. Born in a stable, 
Jesus entered the mudpoo of our 

world for one reason, and one 
reason alone, love. That ingredient 

alone, love, is what makes a 
shepherd good, even great. Seeing 
the love Lynne had for her sheep – 
from the ornaments that decorated 

her house to the tender care of 
Piaget – was a small but startling 

reflection of the love of God. 


